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 The Town Board of the Town of Spafford assembled at the Spafford Town Hall, 1984 Route 174, 
Skaneateles, New York with Supervisor Mary Bean presiding and the following Board members present: 
Councilor Chris Fesko, Councilor Jeff Ireland, Councilor Lou Hanlon, and Councilor Dave Venezia. 

The following Town Officers were present:  Town Clerk Lisa Valletta, Highway Superintendent Carl 
Wiers, Code Enforcement Officer Howard Tanner, and Attorney Scott Chatfield.  Supervisor Bean called 
the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
SUB DIVISION REGULATIONS 
 Planning Board Chair Chad Marsh provided a brief summary of comparison between the existing Sub 
Division Regulations and the proposed revisions to said Regulations.  There was a short discussion. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – PROPOSED LOCAL LAW C-2014 (Sub Division Regulations – revised) 
 A motion to open the Public Hearing at 7:20 p.m. for discussion of proposed Local Law C-2014, Sub 
Division Regulations for the Town of Spafford was made by Councilor Fesko, seconded by Councilor 
Ireland.  The motion PASSED.  AYES – 5, NAYS – 0. 
 Supervisor Bean asked for comments and questions regarding the proposed local law.  There were 
none. 
 A motion to close the Public Hearing at 7:21 p.m. was made by Supervisor Bean, seconded by 
Councilor Ireland.  The motion PASSED.  AYES – 5, NAYS – 0.  The Town Clerk is instructed to submit 
the text of the proposed law to the Onondaga County Planning Board for review. 
 
MINUTES 
 A motion to accept the minutes of the October 2, 2014 and October 9, 2014 Town Board meetings 
was made by Councilor Fesko, seconded by Councilor Venezia.  The motion PASSED.  AYES – 5, 
NAYS – 0. 
 
HIGHWAY REPORT 
 Highway Superintendent Carl Wiers reported the Highway crew has prepared the equipment for the 
winter weather.   
 Supervisor Bean asked about plowing Church Road.  Mr. Wiers stated there is no place to turn a plow 
truck around and the road would be plowed as usual, including the bridge.  Supervisor Bean expressed 
concern over the plan and suggested the small truck be used and the bridge not plowed.  There was a 
discussion of the options.  Councilor Hanlon suggested using the small truck until there was too much 
snow for it to handle, and then switch to the larger truck.  The discussion continued.   
 In consideration of the safety concerns; the Board agreed barricades should be placed to block access 
to the bridge from either direction.  Mr. Wiers will seek permission to use a private driveway to turn 
around.  The Board and advised him to seek assistance from Attorney Scott Chatfield if necessary for 
resolution.   
 
66 SPAFFORD LANDING ROAD 
 Supervisor Bean reported a collection of building materials and debris has appeared in front of the 
house at 66 Spafford Landing Road.  These materials are at the edge of the pavement and within the path 
of snow removal equipment.  Mr. Chatfield reminded the Board Mr. Wiers has the authority to clear the 
area as it is within the right-of-way.  Supervisor Bean will dispatch a letter to Ms. Wang stating if the 
right-of-way is not cleared within one week the Town will remove the items.   
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HIGHWAY GARAGE FURNACE 
 The maintenance and service contract proposed by Halco Plumbing and Heating was less attractive 
than originally anticipated; and included two required maintenance visits per year.  Mr. Wiers will be 
meeting with E&V Energy, Company to discuss a potential maintenance and service contract.  Mr. Wiers 
will report on said meeting at the December Town Board meeting.   
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
 Mr. Tanner’s report for October/November 2014 was read. The following documents were issued:  

o Eight Building Permits 
 2489 East Lake Road – garage 
 2287 Bockes Road – porch 
 2019 Woodland Lane – residence demolition 
 2019 Woodland Lane – lake front improvements 
 483 Cold Brook Road – pole barn 
 1355 Willowdale Road – garage addition 
 2445 East Lake Road – addition  
 2019 Woodland Lane – new residence 

 
o 49 Spafford Landing Road – the house is missing some support piers.   

 
o The Planning Board has a Land Separation on Willow Hill Road and a Major Sub Division 

at 770 Booth Road.  
 
o The Zoning Board of Appeals will be hearing a proposal for a dog kennel on Becker Road in 

December.   
 
o There was a chimney fire on West Valley Road last night.  The damage to the chimney was 

sufficient to require replacement.  Mr. Tanner is working with the property owners to 
expedite the Town’s process as the chimney is the vent system for the sole heat source in the 
house.   

 
o The power outage this morning revealed three non-functioning exit signs in the Town Hall.  

Mr. Wiers has agreed to order replacements. 
 
o Mr. Chatfield has been unable to connect with the Curleys’ attorney regarding the pedestrian 

railing along 49 Spafford Landing Road.  If the Curleys refuse to install the railing along 
their property, the Town Board may choose to install the railing and then determine what, if 
any, steps to follow after that action.  

 
TOWN CLERK’S  REPORT  
 Town Clerk’s Report and Statement of Receipts and Payments for October 2014 was read.  A motion 
to accept the Report as presented was made by Councilor Fesko, seconded by Councilor Venezia.  The 
motion PASSED.  AYES – 5, NAYS – 0. 
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) Chair Kathy Adams reported the ZBA granted a small side yard 
variance for a property on Hardscrabble Point and a Special Permit for a home-based business on East 
Lake road.  Ms. Wang has requested a postponement until January 2015 on her appeal regarding 66 
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Spafford Landing Road.  The ZBA will send a letter to Ms. Wang’s attorney strongly recommending Ms. 
Wang be present for the newly scheduled hearing. 
 Mrs. Adams requested the Town Board hire attorney Riccardo Galbato as attorney for the ZBA in all 
dealings with Ms. Wang’s hearing.  Mr. Galbato’s fee is $140 per hour and during the remainder of 2014 
the work would be primarily correspondence and research.   
 The Town Board will need to hire two separate attorneys; one to represent the Town’s interest and one 
to advise the ZBA.  Mr. Chatfield, as Town Attorney serves both the Town Board and the ZBA, and 
deemed insufficiently impartial to serve as counsel for the ZBA or the Town.    
 Councilor Venezia asked if there would be additional legal fees due to the postponement.  Mrs. 
Adams responded it was unlikely.  Councilor Hanlon asked how many postponements the ZBA would 
allow.  Mrs. Adams stated the ZBA would depend on attorney advice to ensure proper procedure as well 
as response to any additional requests and any determinations relating to additional postponements.   
 
RESOLUTION 100-2014 
Hiring Attorneys for Wang Appeal 
 On a motion by Supervisor Bean, seconded by Councilor Venezia the following resolution was  
PASSED  AYES –  5  Bean, Ireland, Fesko, Hanlon, Venezia 
    NAYS – 0 
Resolved to hire Mr. Riccardo Galbato at a fee of $140 per hour as attorney to the ZBA for business 
relating to the Wang appeal; and further resolved to hire Mr. Paul Curtin, Jr. for $225 per hour as attorney 
for the Town of Spafford for business relating to the Wang appeal.   
 
PLANNING BOARD 
 Mr. Marsh stated a revision for Site Plan Review procedures will be submitted to the Town Board for 
consideration. 
 
HIGHWAY COMMITTEE 
 The Highway Committee is researching contracts and purchasing options for desired Highway 
equipment. 
 
DOG SHELTER AGREEMENT 
 A new agreement for sheltering stray dogs is before the Town Board for consideration.  The text of 
which is as follows: 
 

 This agreement made this 1st day of January 2015, pursuant to the provisions of Section 115 of the New York 
Agriculture and Markets laws, by and between the Town of Spafford and Country Acres Pet Services located at 5852 West 
Scott Road, Homer, NY 13077. 
 Witness that: 
 Country Acres Pet Services will act in the following capacity for the Town of Spafford for the year 2015: 

A. Country Acres Pet Services will provide sheltering services for the dogs that are ordered inpounded by the 
Dog Control Officer for the Town.  Country Acres Pet Services will receive $.50 per mile and $20.00 per 
hour for any services provided that result in traveling or substitute Dog Control work.  The town will also 
pay $80.00 per adult dog that is sheltered; $20.00 for each nursing puppy. 

B. Country Acres Pet Services will follow the New York State Agriculture and Market laws concerning 
unidentified dogs, holding them for five (5) days for owner redemption.  After the first five days with no 
owner the dog will be available for adoption.  An identified dog is one wearing a current and valid New York 
State Agriculture and Markets tag on its collar.  Owners of these dogs will have 7 days to claim their dog 
after receiving notice by certified mail and a dog owner that has been notified in person will have 5 days to 
claim their dog.   

C. A dog not claimed by its owner after the custody period has expired will be put up for adoption or humanely 
euthanized.  This will be left at the discretion of Country Acres Pet Services. If an animal is deemed not 
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adoptable there will be a charge of $60.00 in the form of a voucher sent to the Town for euthanasia and 
cremation services.   

D. All fees collected by Country Acres Pet Services including pick up and adoption fees will be returned to the 
Town on a monthly basis.   

 
RESOLUTION 101-2014  
2015 Dog Shelter Agreement 
 On a motion by Councilor Fesko, seconded by Councilor Ireland the following resolution was 
PASSED  AYES –  5  Bean, Ireland, Fesko, Hanlon, Venezia 
    NAYS – 0 
Resolved the Town Supervisor is authorized to sign the 2015 Dog Shelter Agreement with Country Acres 
Pet Services. 
 
Accountant Thomas Chartrand arrived at 8:20 p.m. 
 
ELECTRONIC WASTE 
 Onondaga Country Resource Recovery Agency (OCRRA) is working on disposal of the current 
assortment of electronic waste held by several municipalities.  OCRRA recommends the Town of 
Spafford suspend collection of electronic waste until New York State issues anticipated new regulations 
in 2015.  The companies that accept and dispose of electronic waste have a per pound fee.  One of the 
companies was seeking a two year contract.  The Board discussed the limited options available.   
 
RESOLUTION 102-2014 
Temporarily Suspend Electronic Waste Collection 
 On a motion by Supervisor Bean, seconded by Councilor Fesko the following resolution was 
PASSED  AYES –  5  Bean, Ireland, Fesko, Hanlon, Venezia 
    NAYS – 0 
Resolved to immediately suspend acceptance of electronic waste at the Spafford Transfer Station until 
further notice.   
 
CEMETERIES 
Cold Brook Valley 
 Caretaker James Clark requests an identifying sign for Cold Brook Valley Cemetery.  It currently does 
not have one. 
Otisco Valley Cemetery 
 Access to the Otisco Valley Cemetery is restricted.  It is accessed across a farm field, which was too 
wet for mowing equipment to cross this past season.  The Board discussed the limited access to the 
cemetery.   Supervisor Bean will explore alternate options for access to the cemetery. 
 
INSURANCE 
 Supervisor Bean and Councilor Fesko met with Town of Spafford insurance agent Stephen Ranous of 
Eastern Shore Associates to discuss the option of seeking competitive bids for the Town’s insurance 
policies.  The necessary notice of intent to explore insurance options has been prepared and filed by 
Supervisor Bean.  Eastern Shore Associates will provide a proposal for comparison; Supervisor Bean will 
research alternate insurance options. 
 
2015 PROPOSED BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING  
 Supervisor Bean declared the Public Hearing for the 2015 Proposed Budget open at 8:50 p.m.  The 
following matters were discussed: planning for the future; allowing for maintenance of the buildings; the 
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tax rate increase.  There were no additional comments.  A motion to close the Public Hearing at 9:30 p.m. 
was made by Councilor Fesko, seconded by Councilor Hanlon.  The motion PASSED.  AYES – 5, NAYS 
– 0. 
 
RESOLUTION 103-2014 
2015 Budget for the Town of Spafford 
 On a motion by Supervisor Bean, seconded by Councilor Fesko the following resolution was 
PASSED  AYES –  3  Bean, Fesko, Hanlon 
    NAYS – 2  Ireland, Venezia 
Resolved to adopt the 2015 Preliminary Budget for the Town of Spafford with minor assessment changes 
as the final 2015 Budget for the Town of Spafford. 
 
 
At 9:32 p.m. Supervisor Bean called a three minute recess.  The meeting reconvened at 9:35 p.m. 
 
 
TOWN SUPERVISOR’S MONTHLY REPORT & STATEMENT 
 Town Supervisor’s Monthly Statement of Receipts and Payments for October 2014 was read by 
Accountant Thomas Chartrand and filed. 
   
RESOLUTION 81-2014 
November 6, 2014 Budget Transfers 
 On motion by Councilor Fesko, seconded by Councilor Ireland the following resolution was 
PASSED  AYES –  5  Bean, Ireland, Fesko, Hanlon, Venezia 
    NAYS – 0 
 
Resolved to authorize the following budget transfers: 
 
GENERAL FUND 

From: A8160.4 Refuse & Garbage, Contractual  $12,600.00 
         $12,600.00  
 
To: A8175.4 Clearing of Vacant Lots, Contractual  $12,600.00 
         $12,600.00  

 
 A motion to accept the Town Supervisor’s Monthly Report & Statement as presented was made by 
Councilor Ireland, seconded by Councilor Fesko.  The motion PASSED.  AYES – 5, NAYS – 0.  
 
RESOLUTION 104-2014 
October 2014 Bank Reconciliations 
 On a motion by Supervisor Bean, seconded by Councilor Hanlon the following resolution was 
PASSED  AYES –  5  Bean, Ireland, Fesko, Hanlon, Venezia 
    NAYS – 0 
Resolved to find a positive audit of the October 2014 bank statement as presented by Mr. Chartrand. 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION 105-2014 



TOWN BOARD MEETING              November 9, 2014 
 

6 of 6 
 

Audit of Claims 
 On a motion by Councilor Fesko, seconded by Councilor Ireland the following resolution was  
PASSED  AYES –  5  Bean, Ireland, Fesko, Hanlon, Venezia 
    NAYS – 0 
Resolved approve payment of the General Fund and Highway Fund bills on Abstract #11, (audited 
abstract totals to be included in December 2014 minutes). 
 
ABSTRACT #10 – OCTOBER 9, 2014 
Audited bills for Abstract #10 were as follows: 
 General Fund  vouchers 322 – 357   $  43,811.43 
 Highway Fund  vouchers 123 – 139   $105,826.11 
 
 
RESOLUTION 106-2014 
WeCare Waste & Recycling Services Invoice 
 On a motion by Councilor Ireland, seconded by Councilor Fesko the following resolution was 
PASSED  AYES –  5  Bean, Ireland, Fesko, Hanlon, Venezia 
    NAYS – 0 
 Resolved to authorize payment of the WeCare Waste & Recycling Services invoice upon receipt and 
following reconciliation by the Town Clerk. 
 
CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE – Facilities & Energy 
 Supervisor Bean reported Mr. John Menapace and Mrs. Mary Menapace have agreed to co-chair the 
Citizens Advisory Committee on Facilities & Energy.  Mr. Jeff Spain and Mrs. Kim Read have agreed to 
serve as members of the committee; one seat remains open.  A motion to approve the committee members 
was made by Supervisor Bean and seconded by Councilor Fesko.  The motion PASSED.  AYES – 5, 
NAYS – 0.   
 
PROCUREMENT POLICY & HIGHWAY LAW § 284 
 Supervisor Bean noted the recent purchases of sand and gravel were done without competitive bidding 
practices and that the Town of Spafford’s Procurement Policy should and would be followed from this 
point forward.  
 
HEALTH INSURANCE 
 Councilor Ireland asked if the details of the Highway Superintendent’s health insurance have been 
finalized.  Supervisor Bean offered that the benefits under the current Teamsters’ policy extend beyond 
simple health insurance.  Comparable benefits will be a factor while researching alternative policies for 
the Highway Superintendent. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:55 p.m. was made by Councilor Fesko, seconded by Councilor 
Ireland.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
 
         Respectfully submitted by,   
    
Next meeting to be held     Lisa M. Valletta 
Thursday, December 11, 2014 @ 7 p.m.   Town Clerk 
@ Spafford Town Hall     Town of Spafford 


